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Neurosciences journal continues to achieve its vision, and mission statements through serving as 
a leading peer reviewed journal in basic and clinical neurosciences in the region. Disseminating 

accessible up to date medical information for clinical neuroscientists and promoting neurosciences 
research with clear clinical implications enriching knowledge locally, regionally, and internationally are 
our inner concentration.

Third quarter of 2018, the new editorial management system of the journal, ScholarOne, rolled out in 
full swing. This is part of our commitment to improve our processes to better serve our authors, reviewers 
and board members. ScholarOne is a familiar interface used by many journals. In a nutshell, authors and 
volunteer reviewers find it user-friendly and intuitive to use. Its key features, integrated database and 
automatic reminders are such efficiencies that have become even more important to us given the volume 
of manuscripts we process at different points of peer review and reassessment.

However, we are facing many challenges to receive the reviewers’ acceptance and complete the review 
within 5 days. Peer review process is a phase used to assess the quality of papers submitted to journals 
from expert peers in the field who have strong research background. The process serves also as a filter to 
publish the best articles received and fulfill our standards. Needless to say, as many journals, we have faced 
many challenges to complete the process efficiently within the allocated time due to the lack of interest, 
availability, and the busy schedule of reviewers. Neurosciences journal is thriving hardly to improve the 
process and attract reviewers and implement incentives.

As shown in our record, only (9%) agree to review the article with an average of 9 days (minimum 
10 hours, maximum 35 days). In order to eliminate the bias issues from the reviewers comments; we 
are sending invitations to reviewers around the world. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Egypt, United 
Sates, Germany and Italy are the top 6 countries of our reviewers.

We also have noticed that the contribution of local publications in terms of quantity and quality have 
increased over the years. In 2007, the published article from Saudi Arabia was 24% of all publications at 
that year, but it rose to 45% in 2012 and now more than 50% (Figure 1). We even are expecting to receive 
more local submissions in the near future and we may need to increase number of articles per issues. This 
expectation is based on the fact of new regulations of health education authorities that encourage research 
among medical students, interns and residents in training programs. Add to that, the number of medical 
colleges have increased rapidly over the last decade. 

In 2019, our average rejection rate is 25% (Figure 2). Reasons for rejection included papers outside the 
scope of the journal, low scientific quality, not meeting the requirements of the journal, authors failing to 
submit the revisions and other necessary requirements, and duplicate publication. We published 4 issues 
in 2019, with a total of 54 articles, which included: 30 originals, 1 editorial, 1 obituary, 2 reviews, 11 case 
reports, 2 clinical notes, 1 brief communications, 3 correspondences and 3 clinical images. The average 
processing time from received to acceptance was 2.75 (1-6) months, 2.25 months from acceptance to 
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Figure 1 - Shows the percentage of the published articles from Saudi Arabia from 2006-2019.
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publication (1-5) months and 5 months from received to publications (Figure 3). Sixty-Three percent of 
published articles were from Saudi Arabia, 22% from Turkey, 4% from Iraq, 4% from and New Zealand 
and the remaining from UK, Malaysia, and Philippines. 

In November 30, 2019, we shared in organizing the Annual Medical Publication Workshop. The course 
was well attended and received by the attendees. This year’s theme covered topics on writing a research 
proposal, evidence-based medicine and critical appraisal, how to search and format your references, 
scientific editing for medical writing, how to write a research abstract, writing a strong Introduction, 
guidelines used in writing a manuscript, publication ethics, peer review process, common reasons for 
rejection and, tips for publishing your manuscript.

We are pleased with the journal growth and ability in attracting good manuscripts. With that said, and 
with our latest Journal Impact Factor of 0.892; we are definitely motivated to keep an eye on improving 
discoverability and visibility of our content and ensuring that the metadata is up-to-date, properly tagged 
and with enriched contents. We are more encouraged to accept publications from growing interest 
discipline or trending or medical breakthroughs. We hope all our readers continue to benefit from the 
published material, and we extend our sincerest thanks to our authors, readers and reviewers, wishing 
them all a successful fruitful year.

Finally, we extend our thanks to the Editorial and Advisory Board Members for their significant 
contributions to maintaining the standards of the journal, and we look forward to their important 
continued role in achieving our goals for 2020. We would like thank them for comments, suggestions 
and contribution for our online survey.

Figure 3 - Shows comparison of processing time frame from acceptance to publication during the year 2007-2019.

Figure 2 - Neurosciences journal received papers for the year 2019.
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Our thanks also go to the following reviewers, who have participated in the excellent review of manuscripts 

and books for the year 2019.
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