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MILESTONE: COVID-19 FIVE YEARS AGO

30 December 2024 - Five years ago on 31 December 2019, WHO’s Country Office in China picked up a media statement 
by the Wuhan Municipal Health Commission from their website on cases of ‘viral pneumonia’ in Wuhan, China. In the 
weeks, months and years that unfolded after that, COVID-19 came to shape our lives and our world.

At WHO, we went to work immediately as the new year dawned. WHO employees activated emergency systems on 1 
January 2020, and informed the world on 4 January. By 9-12 January, WHO had published its first set of comprehensive 
guidance for countries, and on 13 January, we brought together partners to publish the blueprint of the first SARS-CoV-2 
laboratory test.

All along, we convened experts and ministries of health from around the world, gathered and analysed data, and shared 
what was reported, what we learned and what it meant for people. Read about WHO’s actions in this interactive timeline.

As we mark this milestone, let’s take a moment to honour the lives changed and lost, recognize those who are suffering from 
COVID-19 and long COVID, express gratitude to the health workers who sacrificed so much to care for us, and commit 
to learning from COVID-19 to build a healthier tomorrow.

We continue to call on China to share data and access so we can understand the origins of COVID-19. This is a moral 
and scientific imperative. Without transparency, sharing, and cooperation among countries, the world cannot adequately 
prevent and prepare for future epidemics and pandemics.

As we pose the question, “Is the world better prepared for the next pandemic than we were for COVID-19?” see WHO 
Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus’s response at a recent press conference: https://who.canto.global/b/
SHEJL

Available from: https://www.who.int/news/item/30-12-2024-milestone-covid-19-five-years-ago

WHO PREQUALIFIES DIAGNOSTIC TEST TO SUPPORT SAFER 
ADMINISTRATION OF P. VIVAX MALARIA TREATMENTS

8 January 2025 - the World Health Organization (WHO) prequalified the first diagnostic test for glucose-6-
phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) deficiency which can help to safely deliver WHO-recommended treatments to 
prevent relapse of Plasmodium vivax (P. vivax) infection.

The prequalification of this G6PD diagnostic test marks a significant milestone in facilitating safe and effective P. 
vivax malaria treatment, reaffirming WHO’s dedication to ensuring equitable access to life-saving health solutions 


