Editorial Message

N

eurosciences journal is now in its 23rd year and since its establishment the journal has been improved
in the contents, quality and the circulation around the world.
In 2017, we invited all the local societies related to neurosciences field to set an agreement between the
journal and the society. The society should contribute to the journal scientifically and the journal will be the
official journal to the society in return. We congratulate both Pan Arab Union of Neurological Societies and
Saudi Association of Neurological Surgery to be the affiliated societies in our journal and we are looking
forward for more contribution.
In 2018, we aim to increase the number of issues to meet the increased load of manuscripts. Our objective is
to enrich the scientific Neuroscience material presented by the journal with important topic reviews and regular
neuroscience quizzes to achieve high citations. We will continue to promote our new web-based manuscript
submission interface; strive to reduce the time from received to acceptance and acceptance to publication to no
more than 3 to 4 months each; attend regional conferences, and participate in academic activities to encourage
submission of high quality articles; and commission our best reviewers to write good articles and encourage
editorial board members to contribute material for a regular editorial feature on topical issues. The journal also
is introducing a new look, and a new logo. We also change the layout of the journal. We also plan for a web
based manuscript submission interface system.
The journal started the implementation of CARE Case Report Guideline1 as a mandatory requirement for
case report submissions.1 Prior to submission, authors should read the CARE Checklist and write the article
following the guideline’s essential requirements. This hopes to raise the clinical value of case reports published.
We are also conducting a regular critical auditing to the performance of the Journal. We are very meticulous
with regards to the accuracy of the editing; medical writing is different from other professional writing, an
excellent scientific experiment with novel ideas may still be rejected due to poor writing. Most authors in this
region have difficulty in incorporating the objective, methods and knowledge in a proper English language.
The editors observed that poor language quality is one of the factors that delays the peer review process.
Occasionally, reviewers were unable to assess the paper due to poor writing. Language should not be a barrier in
scientific publication especially for non-native English speakers. Subsequently, articles with language deficiencies
also take significant time in the editing stage and delay the publication process. To overcome this, we strongly
suggest that prior to submission, authors should have their articles edited for correct use of grammar, syntax,
flow and clarity and submit only once the language has been improved. As a pre-submission requirement, strict
compliance shall be observed.

Figure 1 - Number and type of manuscripts processed for the year 2017.
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The discoverability and accessibility of scientific content to various relevant platforms is very important in
today’s digital age. We take this time to announce the indexing of Neurosciences Journal in Cengage. Cengage
Company is a global leader with thousands of partner libraries around the world and has a large digital
archive of research databases, reference books, eBooks and more. With the recent inclusion in this database, we
anticipate enhanced visibility and accessibility of our articles.
In 2017, we received a total number of 159 manuscripts, with an average rejection rate of 27%. Reasons for
rejection included papers out the scope of the journal, of low scientific quality, not meeting the requirements of
the journal, authors failing to submit the revisions and other necessary requirements, and duplicate publication.
However, over 4 issues of 2017, we published a total number of 55 articles which include: 21 originals, 1 editorial,
5 reviews, 2 systematic reviews, 12 case reports, 2 clinical notes, 6 brief communications, 2 correspondences,
1 clinical practice guidelines and 3 MCQs. The average processing time from received to acceptance was 3.35
(1-10) months, mode=2 months, 3.28 (1-8) months from acceptance to publication and 6.63 months from
received to publications (3-15) months mode=6 months. Fifty-three percent of published articles were from
KSA, with 7% from Turkey, 15% from China, 4% from Iraq and 4% from Jordan. The remaining 17% of
published articles we received from UK, Germany, Oman, India, Iran, Nigeria, and Pakistan.
We extend our thanks to the Editorial and Advisory Board Members for their significant contributions to
maintaining the standards of the journal, and we look forward to their important continued role in achieving
our goals for 2018. We would like to thank the outgoing Advisory Board member (Mohamed Tariq) who had
now finished his term and would like to welcome Brahim Tabarki and Joseph Lamanna to the Advisory Board.
We also extend our thanks to the outgoing Editorial Board members. We are honored they have agreed to join the
board, and their individual contributions will be of great value to the journal. We continue the international
diversity of members that the current board offers. We hope all our readers continue to benefit from the published
material, and we extend our sincerest thanks to our authors, readers, reviewers, and board members, and wish
all a successful year.
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Our thanks also go to the following reviewers, who have participated in the excellent review of manuscripts
and books for the year 2017.
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