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WHO publishes new global data on the use of clean and polluting fuels for cooking by 
fuel type

20 January 2022 GENEVA - One third of the global population or 2.6 billion people worldwide still remain 
without access to clean cooking. The use of inefficient, polluting fuels and technologies is a health risk and a major 
contributor to diseases and deaths, particularly for women and children in low- and middle-income countries. It 
makes cooking with polluting fuels one of the largest environmental contributors to ill health. Shedding further 
light on the extent of the problem, the WHO has recently released new data on the use of different types of fuels 
used for cooking at global, regional and country levels.

Breathing the smoke produced from cooking with polluting fuels can lead to heart diseases, stroke, cancers, chronic 
lung diseases and pneumonia. Unfortunately, millions of people continue to die prematurely every year from 
household air pollution, which is produced by cooking with inefficient stoves and devices paired withwood, coal, 
charcoal, dung, crop waste and kerosene i. Without rapid action to scale up clean cooking, the world will fall short 
of its goal to achieve universal access to clean cooking by 2030.

WHO’s work on Household Air Pollution

WHO’s Air Quality and Health Unit is supporting countries to address household air pollution by providing 
normative guidance, tools and advice to tackle the issue. The unit also monitors and reports on global trends and 
changes in health impacts of air pollution at national, regional and global levels. Such estimates are used for official 
reporting like the World Health Statistics, and the Sustainable Development Goals.

New data on use of clean and polluting fuels for cooking by fuel type

Access to clean fuels and technologies for cooking is distributed unevenly across the globe. From 2010-2019, the 
rate of access to clean cooking fuels and technologies only increased by about 1.0% per year. Much of this increase 
was due to improvements in clean cooking access in the 5 most populous low- and middle-income countries - Brazil, 
China, India, Indonesia and Pakistan; the rate in other low- and middle-income countries has seen little change.

WHO just published new data in its Global Health Observatory including detailed global, regional and country 
estimates of the percentages and number of people using polluting or clean fuels between 1990-2020 with a focus 
on 6 fuel types: electricity, gaseous fuels, kerosene, biomass, charcoal, and coal. The data also include urban versus 
rural disaggregation.

The results show that the number of people mainly using polluting fuels for cooking declined from more than half 
of the global population in 1990 to 36% in 2020. While gaseous cooking fuels dominate in urban areas, biomass 
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fuels are still common in rural populations. The reliance on electricity for cooking is growing in urban contexts. 
Current estimates project that one third of the global population will continue to use polluting fuels in 2030, with 
the majority residing in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Available from: https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-who-publishes-new-global-data-on-the-use-of-clean-and-
polluting-fuels-for-cooking-by-fuel-type

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day: WHO calls for equitable health services for all

30 January 2022 GENEVA - To mark World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day (WNTDD) , the World Health 
Organization (WHO) is calling on everyone, to rally to confront inequalities that characterize NTDs and  ensure 
that the poorest and marginalized communities who are mostly affected by neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) 
receive the health services they need.

In his message for World NTD day, WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said the COVID-19 
pandemic has thrust millions of people deeper into poverty and affected those who already have limited access to 
health services.“ He urged the global community - the countries, partners, and colleagues - to continue their work 
during the pandemic

WNTDD is an opportunity to re-energize the momentum to end the suffering from these 20 diseases that are 
caused by a variety of pathogens including viruses, bacteria, parasites, fungi and toxins. WHO and the global NTD 
community have been holding several events to mark World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day, which this year, 
coincides with World Leprosy Day (observed on the last Sunday of January).

WHO held 2 events (World NTD Day 2022: Achieving health equity to end the neglect of poverty-related diseases 
and Mobilizing the World to Defeat Neglected Tropical Diseases) this week and partners gathered government 
leaders and industry under the ‘100% committed’ campaign on Thursday to launch the 100% Commitment 
Campaign that aims to support the achievement of the road map for neglected tropical diseases for 2021-2030.

“Progress achieved over the last decade is the result of the excellent public-private partnership with countries 
endemic for NTDs and the unfaltering support of partners who endorsed the London Declaration in 2012” said 
Dr Gautam Biswas, acting Director, WHO Department of Control of Neglected Tropical Diseases. “It is exciting 
to see political will gearing up around the Kigali Declaration to achieve the new road map targets for 2030.”

Partners have been instrumental in supporting the implementation of disease programmes that is largely due to 
the availability of medicines, donated by several pharmaceutical companies representing an average of 1.6 billion 
tablets annually.

Several other celebratory events are being held, including the illumination of iconic building to raise awareness 
about these diseases that normally do not get the attention they need.

Neglected tropical diseases

NTDs are a diverse group of 20 conditions that are caused by a variety of pathogens including viruses, bacteria, 
parasites, fungi and toxins. They cause devastating health, social and economic consequences to more than one 
billion people.

The epidemiology of NTDs is complex and often related to environmental conditions. Many of them are vector-
borne, have animal reservoirs and are associated with complex life cycles. All these factors make their public-health 
control challenging.

WHO News Release


