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WHO URGES ACTION ON HEPATITIS, ANNOUNCING HEPATITIS D AS 
CARCINOGENIC

28 July 2025 - As we mark World Hepatitis Day, WHO calls on governments and partners to urgently accelerate 
efforts to eliminate viral hepatitis as a public health threat and reduce liver cancer deaths.

“Every 30 seconds, someone dies from a hepatitis-related severe liver disease or liver cancer. Yet we have the tools 
to stop hepatitis,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General.

Viral hepatitis – types A, B, C, D, and E – are major causes of acute liver infection. Among these only hepatitis B, 
C, and D can lead to chronic infections that significantly increase the risk of cirrhosis, liver failure, or liver cancer. 
Yet most people with hepatitis don’t know they’re infected. Types B, C, and D affect over 300 million people 
globally and cause more than 1.3 million deaths each year, mainly from liver cirrhosis and cancer.
Hepatitis D now classified as carcinogenic

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) recently classified hepatitis D as carcinogenic to humans, 
just like hepatitis B and C. Hepatitis D, which only affects individuals infected with the hepatitis B, is associated 
with a two- to six-fold higher risk of liver cancer compared to hepatitis B alone. This reclassification marks a critical 
step in global efforts to raise awareness, improve screening, and expand access to new treatments for hepatitis D.

“WHO has published guidelines on testing and diagnosis of Hepatitis B and D in 2024, and is actively following 
the clinical outcomes from innovative treatments for hepatitis D,” said Dr Meg Doherty, incoming Director of 
Science for Health at WHO.

Treatment with oral medicine can cure hepatitis C within 2 to 3 months and effectively suppress hepatitis B with 
life-long therapy. Treatment options for hepatitis D are evolving. However, the full benefit of reducing liver cirrhosis 
and cancer deaths can only be realized through urgent action to scale up and integrate hepatitis services – including 
vaccination, testing, harm reduction, and treatment – into national health systems.
Latest data and progress

Encouragingly, the majority of low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) have strategic plans on hepatitis in 
place and progress in national hepatitis responses is increasing:

    • in 2025, the number of countries reporting national hepatitis action plans increased from 59 to 123;
    • as of 2025, 129 countries have adopted policies for hepatitis B testing among pregnant women, up from 106
       reported in 2024; and
    • 147 countries have introduced the hepatitis B birth dose vaccination, an increase from 138 in 2022.
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However, critical gaps remain in service coverage and outcomes, as stated in the 2024 Global Hepatitis Report:

• testing and treatment coverage remain critically low; only 13% of people with hepatitis B and 36% with hepatitis 
C had been diagnosed by 2022;
• treatment rates were even lower – 3% for hepatitis B and 20% for hepatitis C – well below the 2025 targets of 
60% diagnosed and 50% treated; and
• integration of hepatitis services remains uneven: 80 countries have incorporated hepatitis services into primary 
health care; 128 into HIV programmes and just 27 have integrated hepatitis C services into harm reduction centres.

The next challenge will be to scale up the implementation of prevention, testing and treatment coverage. Achieving 
WHO’s 2030 targets could save 2.8 million lives and prevent 9.8 million new infections. With declining donor 
support, countries must prioritize domestic investment, integrated services, better data, affordable medicines, and 
ending stigma.

Forging new partnerships

To mark World Hepatitis Day, WHO is partnering with Rotary International and the World Hepatitis Alliance 
to strengthen global and local advocacy. This year’s campaign “Hepatitis: Let’s break it down” demands action 
to confront the rising toll of liver cancer linked to chronic hepatitis infections. It also calls for decisive steps to 
dismantle persistent barriers – from stigma to funding gaps – that continue to slow progress in prevention, testing, 
and treatment.

Through a joint webinar and coordinated outreach, the partnership underscores the vital role of civil society and 
community leadership, alongside governments, in sustaining momentum and accelerating progress toward hepatitis 
elimination.

Available from:	 https://www.who.int/news/item/28-07-2025-who-urges-action-on-hepatitis-announcing-
hepatitis-d-as-carcinogenic

BREASTFEEDING IN INDONESIA ON THE RISE, BUT MOTHERS NEED 
MORE SUPPORT

On World Breastfeeding Week, UNICEF and WHO underscore importance of sustained investment

1 August - As Indonesia commemorates World Breastfeeding Week 2025, UNICEF and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) are highlighting the importance of strengthening support systems for breastfeeding mothers 
across the country.

World Breastfeeding Week is observed around the world from 1–7 August. In Indonesia, this important occasion is 
observed throughout the month of August, under the theme: “Prioritize Breastfeeding: Create Sustainable Support 
Systems”.  

UNICEF and WHO commend the Government of Indonesia’s continued commitment to protect, promote and 
support breastfeeding. The rate of exclusive breastfeeding among infants under six months has steadily increased, 
rising from 52% in 2017 to 66.4% in 2024. However, many infants are not exclusively breastfed for the full six 
months – the duration required to achieve the full health benefits.

With reliable and long-lasting support, mothers can better access help when they need it, wherever they are – at 
work, home or in their community. This includes skilled counselling from trained health workers, workplace 
policies and physical arrangements that enable breastfeeding, and ongoing support from community networks.
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